ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No. 491/Media Policy/2019-Communication Dated: 8" April, 2019

To,

All Print and Electronic Media

Sub: Media Coverage during the period referred to in Section 126 A of RP Act, 1951 —
violations — regarding.

Madam/Sir,

Attention of all media is invited to the Commission’s letter no. 491/Media Policy/2017 —
Communication dated 30" March, 2017 (enclosed) by which the Commission had issued an advisory to all the
media (electronic and Print) to refrain from telecasting/publishing programmes which in any way whatsoever
predict the results of the elections during the prohibited period under 126A to ensurc free, fair and transparent

election.

2: The Commission is of the view that prediction of results of elections in any form or manner by way of
predictions etc. by Astrologers, Tarot Readers, Political Analysts or by any persons during the prohibited
period is violation of the spirit of Section 126A which aims to prevent the electors of constituencies still going
to polls from being influenced in their voting by such predictions about the prospects of the various political

parties.

3. In view of the above, all the media (Electronic and Print) are hereby advised not to publish/publicize
any such article/programme related to the dissemination of results, during the prohibited period i.e. between
7.00 AM on 11.04.2019 (Thursday) and up to 6.30 PM on 19.05.2019 (Sunday) in the current General
Elections to the Lok Sabha and State legislative assemblies of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha &
Sikkim, 2019 and the Assembly bye-clections being held in several states to ensure free and fair elections as

stated above in the Commission’s communication.

Y gury faithfully,

(Pawan !’)iwan)

Under Secretary
Phone- 01123052133
E- Mail: diwaneci@yahoo.co.in

Copy to:
1. The Secretary, Press Council of India, Soochna Bhavan, 8- CGO Complex,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi- 110003
2. Smt. Annie Joseph, Secretary General, News Broadcasters Association
Mantec House, C- 56/5, o Floor, Sector 62, Noida — 201301



